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ACT |

Scene 1

SETTI NG
Li ving room of Leonard WII's
t ownhouse in Phil adel phi a.

AT Rl SE:

A doorbell rings several tinmes in the
bl ackout. LIGHTS UP as SI SSY cones
cautiously into the open doorway. She
is overdressed for the hot day and
wheel s a small suitcase. There are
stacks of books strewn about the room

S| SSY
Yoo- hoo! Hell o? Anybody hone?

(SI SSY sets her small suitcase down and noves

past the boxes to the conputer on the desk)
Oh, dear, dear Leonard, am| really here at |ast?

(In a mxture of Southern and bad Italian accent,

SI SSY dramatically speaks to the conmputer.)
Leonardo, "Salute in |or signor, cioe Anore."

(MARGOT appears unseen at the door just as Sl SSY
begins to speak. She is dressed casually and
carries an enpty box. She stops as SI SSY begins
to speak in Italian, then breaks into appl ause.)

MARGOT

Bravo! Bravo! You're very good. |'mvery inpressed.
S| SSY

No one answered the bell. | rang it several tines.
MARGOT

You can't hear a thing down in that basenent.

S| SSY
I amso sorry for walking right in here unannounced but the
door was open.

MARGOT
Peopl e have been wal ki ng i n unannounced all week. Rel ax,
unl ess you were just laying on sone ancient curse,

S| SSY
Ch, that was just my very poor imtation of Virgil's Dante.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGOT
Dante, Virgil, excellent, you can find himright over here.
(MARGOT starts to sort through books)
Today's been a nightmare wth one woman sel ling nmake-up only
a TV evangel i st could wear and another guy with a vacuum
cl eaner than ran at the speed of light -- now that scared ne.
VWhich is why |I'm so happy you're here.

S| SSY
You are?
MARGOT
You' re not selling anything are you?
SI SSY
Oh, no, | was never even allowed to sell ny own quota of gir
scout cookies. Manma woul d say, "No daughter of mne is going
to sell door to door while |I can still wite a check."
MARGOT
Smart wonan.
S| SSY

| didn't think so at the tine.

MARGOT

It's dangerous out there.

(MARGOT is nmoving books when they fall over.)
Hell, it's dangerous in here. Wuld you m nd?

(MARGOT hands SI SSY a box and starts piling books

into it while she continues talking.)
You know when | die | expect to be buried in a band-aid box
and tossed into the ocean. One, Two, three. Poof.

(Phone rings.)
Wul d you get that.

MARGOT runs out |eaving SISSY
nmonmentarily frozen. As the phone keeps
ringing, SISSY talks to it as she
hunts it down under all the pillows,
books, etc. on the couch.)

S| SSY

Now you just keep ringing. I'll find you. Well, here you are.
Hel |l 0? Hello. No one's here, but | can take a nessage? Just a
mnute while | find a pen.

(SISSY is searching in her bag for a pen.)
"' m back. Now who did you want to call?

(MARGOT cones back in.)
Mar got shoul d call Jacki e ASAP

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGOT
(Taki ng the phone.)
Thanks. Jacki e, where the hell are you? No, those phone
nunbers didn't work and yes, it always matters where you are,
especi ally when you were supposed to be here. Fortunately

you' re saved by -- what's your nane?
S| SSY
Sissy, but really, | can conme back later.

(SI SSY starts to | eave but MARGOT gestures for
her to stay.)

MARGOT

Look, Jackie, Sissy's dropped in and she's noving the books
you were supposed to be noving if we knew where you were to
nove them

(MARGOT hits the potable phone.)
Dam t hese things. Jackie, are you on one of those God awf ul
cell phones because it sounds |ike you're in the mddle of
hel | . (Pause) Honey, can you please just skip all the angst
and get old with the rest of us.

(Shakes the phone again out toward Sl SSY.)
You can't have a decent conversation on one of these. Jackie,
it sounded |like you said you just joined the arnmy which could
- what do you nean it's true! Are you crazy! You joined up
and called me first. Thanks. | know I'myour favorite Aunt
but if you think I"'mgetting in the mddle of this you're
crazy. No! Please, don't hang up on ne. Yes, | promse to
l[isten to you. No, I won't say a word until you're done. Yes,
| do have food here, and coffee, and no, |I'm not going
anywhere. Yes, | know |I'm wonderful and Jackie, | hate
surprises. (hangs up) Merde! Don't you hate how you tell kids
to grow up and then they go out and do it? | don't know
whet her to |laugh or cry.

S| SSY
You seem awful |y busy here, nmaybe | should cone back | ater.
MARGOT
(G abbi ng SI SSY.)
No, wait. I'mnot very good at this decorating business but I
have a feeling you are.
S| SSY
Me?
MARGOT

What do you think about this rug? Don't hold back.

Sl SSY
It | ooks very old and very beautiful.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGOT
It's old, but being colorblind I think Leonard only bought it
because it was big enough to cover this spot on the floor. |
don't know. How do you really feel about it?

S| SSY
Leonard is col orblind?

MARGOT
Al the WIIl nen were colorblind frombirth which was fine as
| ong as you dressed them before they went out. Now let's stop
and get acquai nted before the shooting starts.

S| SSY
Shoot i ng?

MARGOT
Sorry, that was one of my little Margot jokes. |'m Margot
WIIl and I"'mtold | have a very warped sense of hunor.

S| SSY
I"mCecilia Longfellow Sweet and I'mtold | have no sense of
hunor at all. And no, | guess | didn't think that was a joke.

MARGOT
Well Cecilia, | can see you'll learn fast. Now if you'll just
get the end of this table and I'Il get the other, | promse
you will be rewarded for indulging this obviously deranged
woman. Ready, set, lift.

(They nove the coffee table.)

Geat, | do like the rug, now sit and rel ax. You nust be
exhaust ed.

SI SSY

Thank you, but | admit | have never net anyone before who
expected to be buried in a band-aid box.

MARGOT
If they can send a man to the noon, Cecilia, they can bury ne
in a band-aid box. Hungry?

S| SSY
Pl ease call nme Sissy.

MARGOT

Pl ease call nme Margot and if you're bilingual and can pack
books you nust be starving. Take off your jacket and rel ax.

S| SSY
Thank you, but ny accent is strictly Al abama con brio.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGOT
Does that nean you don't eat?
Sl SSY
Ch, no, as you can see, | eat all the tine.
MARGOT
Now see, that shows a very fine sense of self-deprecating
hunmor --- ny personal favorite -- which nmeans we forget thgat

polite finger food and can get right to the good stuff. Brie?
Anti pasto? Shrinp?

SI SSY
No, no, thank you, | really couldn't.

MARGOT
If you can't eat you can still drink. You know you' ve got to
keep those liquids flowing or you'll dehydrate. Juice, water,
| enonade?

S| SSY
Not hi ng.

MARGOT

I know exactly what you're here for.

S| SSY
| swear we were just friends!

MARGOT
(MARGOT has di sappeared during SISSY' s outburst
and returns with a carafe of coffee.)
You are going to love this incredible iced Frangelica,
freshly ground, brewed, chilled and | oaded with sweet cream
and shaved chocolate. Did | m ss sonethi ng?

S| SSY
(Openi ng her eyes and breat hing again.)
It does sound heavenly.

MARGOT
Everyone has their weakness. | stopped fighting the snal
ones years ago.

S| SSY
"Let me count the ways."

MARGOT
Browni ng, right? How do | |ove thee?

S| SSY
I have this terrible habit of ending up in verse, or worse.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGOT
I can never get past the first line. How do | |love thee, |et
me count the ways -- |I'mlost.

SI SSY

"I love thee to the depth and breadth and hei ght
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight.
For the ends of Being and ideal G ace.”

MARGOT
That's it, don't stop, coffee needs nore ice.
(Tasting the coffee and running off.)

S| SSY
"I love thee to the |evel of every day's
Most qui et need, by sun and candlelight. "

MARGOT
Il love it.

S| SSY
"I love thee freely, as nen strive for Right;
| love thee purely, as they turn fromPraise."

MARGOT
Louder!

S| SSY
(SI SSY gets | ouder as she gets carried away.)

"I love thee with the passion put to use

In ny old griefs, and with my chil dhood' s faith.

| love thee with a love | seened to |ose

wWth ny lost saints, - | love thee with the breadth,
Smiles, tears, of all ny lifel! - and, if God choose,

| shall but love thee better after death.”

MARGOT
(SI SSY has al nost col | apsed with enotions as
MARGOT returns with ice. She pours the coffee )
Sugar and creanf

S| SSY
Yes.

MARGOT
(Rai sing her glass in toast.)
Here's a toast to poetry.

SI SSY
To poetry.

( CONTI NUED)



THE BEATRI CE FACTOR 7

MARGOT
And great coffee. (pause) And Leonard who | oved t hem bot h.
S| SSY
Oh, how foolish of me taking so nmuch of your tine.
MARGOT
Stay was long as you want. |'ve got gallons and | |ike the
conpany.
SI SSY
I thought I mght still have tine to see the Liberty Bell.
MARGOT
It'1l still be cracked when you get there.
S| SSY
And t he Betsy Ross house too.
MARGOT
Look, it's hot as Hades out there and as ny dear old
grandnot her used to say, it's not the heat that'll kill you -
S| SSY
It's the humdity!
MARGOT
Exactly.
SI SSY
Was your grandnother a Baptist?
MARGOT
No, she was Orthodox...
S| SSY
Oh?
MARGOT
Ot hodox Jew sh?
S| SSY
Isn'"t that amazing.
MARGOT

Actual |y before Wrld War Two there were a ot nore of them

S| SSY
I neant a Baptist and a Jewi sh person sharing the sane
stories with their granddaughters. Like Jesus and Paul out
there together all over again.

( CONTI NUED)



THE BEATRI CE FACTOR 8

MARGOT
I"msorry, | just assumed you and Leonard were col |l eagues.
Were you?
Sl SSY
Not in the traditional sense of the word.
MARGOT
Exactly what sense of the word would that be?
SI SSY
Actually we nmet online in one of those little chat roons.
MARGOT
Real ly? Tell ne nore.
S| SSY

Qurs was devoted to that amazing Italian poet Dante Aligheri
whose wor ks have been a passion of mne for years.

MARGOT
And Leonard's.

S| SSY
We communi cated for several tinme about the poetry, and had
tal ked recently about putting together sonme type of web site.
It would be called "Vita Nuova" for others who al so shared
our delight in his beloved Beatrice.

MARGOT
Beatrice, ah perfect love with the perfect woman -- he naned
three cats after her

S| SSY
The web site is really nore ny idea. | have sone of the plans

for Vita Nuova with me if you'd |like to see thenf?

MARGOT
So you two never actually net?

S| SSY
We have spoken on the phone - about the web site of course -
and | nust say your husband's voice, so deep and rich,
rem nded nme of M. WIlliam Buckley in its tinbre.

MARGOT
Whoa! |'ve got to sit down and think about that.

S| SSY

I met M. Buckley once, years ago of course, though | can
assure you | have never net your husband face to face.

( CONTI NUED)
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MARGOT
Wiy do you keep saying that about Leonard being ny husband?
S| SSY
You i ntroduced yourself as Margot WIIl. You're obviously
famliar with this apartnent which does have his nane on the
mai | box. The rug, the poetry, his voice..."Let nme count the
ways". | think I'll just be on ny way now thank you.
MARGOT

I"'mhis sister, Margot WII?
(Phone rings. )

SI SSY
Ohhhh.
MARGOT
Sanme | ast nane. No wi fe. (phone)
S| SSY
I"menbarrassed to say | didn't know he had a sister.
(phone)
MARGOT

| didn't know he had a chat room (phone) Damm | forgot to
shut off that nachine.

MACHI NE
(Answering machine starts. Both wonmen freeze.)
This is Leonard WIIl. You' ve reached 624-0964. Pl ease | eave
your nessage at the tone and I'I|l return your call as soon as
possi bl e.
MARGOT

He does sound |i ke Buckl ey.
(MARGOT runs off as JACKIE runs into the room)

JACKI E
Now, don't tell me I'mcrazy because | do know what |'m
doi ng. -- Excuse nme. Who are you and where is Margot?

S| SsY

| am Cecilia Longfell ow Sweet and she just took a phone cal
in there.

JACKI E
Qops! She didn't say who it was, did she?

S| SSY
No.

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKI E

You didn't hear a nane? A clue. A woman scream ng?
S| SSY

I"'mafraid | didn't.
JACKI E

Merde! Is this Margot's iced coffee 'cause | need sonething
strong and this woman nakes great iced coffee. (Pause) Not
even a first, last or soneone really pissed off name?

S| SSY
I"mafraid not.
JACKI E
Have you ever been so tired you think you'll fall asleep

standi ng up? Because that's the way | feel right now Like
that di sease that sounds |ike "narcotics"? You know it? | am
so fried.

S| SSY
| believe it's called narcol epsy.

JACKI E
Nar col epsy, exactly. Fall asleep standing up, right?

S| SSY
My cousin Eugene was narcoleptic and it severely limted his
occupati onal choi ces.

JACKI E
Did I tell you |l just joined the arny? Even nmade ne take a
drug test which is pretty funny since only a conplete idiot
woul d get high and THEN join the arny.

S| SSY
I can tell you they did not want Eugene in the Army, Ar
Force or the National Guard. Though the Coast Guard was

i nterested but Eugene, like nme, never did learn to swm
JACKI E

Now | have to tell ny nother and she hates surprises.
S| SSY

Most not hers do.
JACKI E

She takes it all personally even when they have nothing to do
with her, if you know what | nean.

S| SSY
I"'mafraid | do.

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKI E
It's not like I'"'mgoing in the arny to make her nmad. |I'm
twenty-two, graduated fromcollege and |I've been talking
about this for years, not that anyone's been listening. So
woul dn't you want a really smart, sensitive and strong wonan
hel pi ng to make those inportant decisions about peace and
war? No, don't answer because it's too soon to think about
anything but getting through these next few days. Hours.
Maybe m nutes. Look, Al I knowis I think | can nmake a
difference. Isn't that what we're supposed to do?

S| SSY
I"msure they' re just thinking of your safety.

JACKI E
| read sonmewhere that the bathroomis the nost dangerous
pl ace on earth, which is pretty scary when you consider half
the world is just dying to get one of those put in. But |
guess it's like ny Daddy said, you never know what's waiting
out there to break your heart and ruin your life.

S| SSY
That was very poetic. | think it was from M. Thonas Wl fe.

JACKI E
Did you know t hey make you swear on a bi bl e when you join the
mlitary?

S| SSY
My cousin was in the Navy, ny Uncle was in the air force and
my husband is a mnister so we are very famliar with both
sweari ng and bi bl es.

JACKI E

The ocean makes ne seasick and ny eyesight's not perfect so
it had to be the Arny 'cause | ain't no Marine, if you know
what | nean.

(MARGOT is now standing at the doorway)
I want to go into Arny Intelligence.

(JACKI E sees MARGOT)
And | don't want to hear any of those Margot jokes right now,
t hank you.

MARGOT
My lips are sealed, now what the hell's going on here.

JACKI E
Tell her about your famly!

S| SSY
What about ny famly?

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKI E
This woman has a brother and an Uncle in the mlitary and
they're both alive. They are both alive, aren't they?

S| SSY
Actually my uncle left after his tour in Korea and ny cousin
is retired. But technically, they are alive.

MARGOT
I will respect your decision.

JACKI E
G eat.

MARGOT

But | don't have to like it.

JACKI E
Shoul d Jackie join the arny? Thunbs up or down. Vote now.
Wong! My life is not a denocracy.

MARGOT
And | can't speak for your nother

JACKI E
That was her on the phone wasn't it?

MARGOT
Yes.

JACKI E
Oh, nerde.

MARGOT
She' s been worryi ng about you.

JACKI E
Doubl e nerde.

MARGOT

We both have, you can't just |eave wthout telling anyone
where you' re goi ng.

JACKI E
I"'mnot a little kid anynore. I ama woman. WO M A-N.

MARGOT

Wnen don't just wal k out of the house and join the arny
wi t hout tal king about it.

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKI E
| tried to about it to her, and you, for years, but no one
wants to do anything but talk ne out of it.

MARGOT
So you just went and signed up w thout her.

JACKI E
I"mlegally of age. Right?

S| SSY
| really I think I should probably be on ny way.

JACKI E
(Sitting SISSY down on the sofa.)
Let nme ask you sonething honestly.

S| SSY
Honestly, | think | should get to the Liberty Bell.

JACKI E
I want to join the arny, becone an officer, help make peace,
maybe even change the world, but ny nother won't even see it
as an option. Is that fair?

Sl SSY
Qur need to be right is not one of our nost desirable traits
as a parent.

JACKI E
Exactly! Let nme shake your hand. Thank you. Now why wasn't
this woman ny not her.

MARGOT
Si ssy nmet Leonard online in the Dante chat room

JACKI E
(Still holding SISSY's hand.)
Really? In a chat roon? How w cked.

S| SSY
Leonard coul d descri be Dante's great |ove for his bel oved
Beatrice until you just cried with the beauty of his pain.

JACKI E
| can believe that. Were you at the service?

S| SSY
| just came in today from Washington. D.C.? | was going to
surprise ny online friend but it |ooks |ike he isn't hone
yet. What tine do you expect your brother?

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKI E
Mar got ?

S| SSY
He is back fromhis vacation? Isn't he?

JACKI E
She's waiting for an answer.

MARGOT
Si ssy, did you come here expecting to see Leonard in the
h.

S| SSY
You see, ny husband was conducting one of his workshops.
MARGOT
OCh, you have a husband!
S| SSY
He is a mnister.
MARGOT
Thank God.
S| SSY

Charles is in Washington running one of his "Conmmunicating
for a Successful Marriage" sem nars and since Philadelphia is
so close | thought it would be a good tinme. Your brother did
go snorkeling in the Gal apagos?

MARGOT
You knew about that?

S| SsY
I knew he was quite excited about returning to his little
paradise. Did it go as planned?

MARGOT
Yes he did go snorkeling in the Gal apagos.

JACKI E
But it wasn't |ike he pl anned.

MARGOT
Jackie! Go to the kitchen

S| SSY
Have | cone at a bad tinme?

MARGOT
I think you should sit down.

( CONTI NUED)
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S| SSY
Excuse me but | feel sonething is terribly wong here.
(SISSY runs to her bag and starts to pull out
sonme bells which jingle)
Something is incredibly wong here isn't it.

MARGOT
Si ssy --
S| SSY
Ommm . . .
JACKI E
Is she going to be sick?
S| SsY
| have been having a series of panic attacks ...Ommm.... |

nmust stop this one before it accelerates...(rings bells
whi ch tinkle) the sounds of these little bells and the

breat hing seens to help nme keep calm Ommm ....|l am
beginning to feel that | will not be seeing Leonard WII
today. Ommmm .. ..
MARGOT
Not t oday.
S| SSY
O tonorrow.
MARGOT
O tonorrow.
S| SSY
Ommm
MARGOT
When | heard you speaking Italian | just assumed you were a

col | eague of Leonard's and you knew what had happened.

S| SsY
What . . . had. . . happened.
(Ringing the bells nore furiously)

JACKI E
About the accident.

SI SSY
Wen he was snorkeling?

MARGOT

Yes.

( CONTI NUED)
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SI SSY
Ch, Lord, no.
(SISSY is ringing the bells and "OOChhm i ng")

MARGOT
CGet a paper bag fromthe kitchen so she can keep from
hyperventi |l ati ng.

JACKI E
Paper or plastic?

MARGOT
Just do it!
(JACKIE runs of f and SISSY starts to ring |ess
and breathe nore naturally.)

S| SSY
He' s gone then.
MARGOT
They found the body floating near a reef. | guess it was one

of his favorite places to swm They say they m ght never
know exactly what happened.

SI SSY
| personally have never felt that sw nmm ng underwater was a
very safe thing to do. | nmean we don't have gills, we are

nmeant to be on the land. To wal k upright and --
(Picking up a picture)
Is this Leonard?

MARGOT
That was taken on his sabbatical three years ago.
JACKI E
(JACKIE returns with a huge pl astic garbage bag)
This was all | could find.
MARGOT

She's all right now You are all right?

S| SsY
He has very nice eyes. A strong chin. Even with that tree in
front of his face.

JACKI E
He hated caneras. Thought pictures stole the soul sort of
t hi ng.

MARGOT

We had a service |last week, but | just haven't had tinme to
go through his address book.

( CONTI NUED)
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SI SSY
Then he really is gone, forever.

JACKI E
(JACKIE holds up the urn on the table.)
It's pretty isn't it?

SI SSY
Lovel y.

MARGOT
Are you all right?

JACKI E
You want sone water?

MARGOT
Sonet hi ng stronger?

SI SSY

Just give nme another nonment and | can say a proper hello.

JACKI E
He hated the idea of being buried underground. It was a rea
Edgar Al l en Poe thing.

S| SSY
(SI SSY goes up to the urn and holds it up.) )
Hel | o, Leonard WIIl. So we neet at last. How ironic that one

who struggled so nuch with the tragic |oss of his own sweet
wi fe should neet such a terrible end.

MARGOT
VWhat wi fe?
S| SSY
H s own dear dead Kate.
JACKI E
What dear dead Kate is she tal king about?
Sl SSY
Hs grief was so heartfelt it al nost nade ne forget ny own.
MARGOT
Jackie, go to the kitchen and get sonething.
JACKI E
What ?
MARGOT
Anyt hi ng!

( CONTI NUED)
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JACKI E

I want to know what dear dead wife she is tal king about.
MARGOT

Now!
S| SSY

Wul d you mnd? | feel noved to recite a poem | have al ways
| oved.

MARGOT
Oh, no, please, recite what you need to.

S| SsY
- when Tinme is over -
And | have ceased to wonder why -
Christ will explain each separate angui sh
In the fair school room of the sky-

KATE arrives while SISSY speaks. She
appl auds. She is dressed very
pr of essi onal | y.

KATE
| swore | wouldn't cry again so let nme just say, thank you
MARGOT
Si ssy was a col |l eague of Leonard's.
S| SSY
| didn't realize he was gone.
KATE
It's shocking isn't it.
SI SSY
This too too nortal flesh
KATE
Amen girl, you are the one with the ear for poetry.
Sl SSY
I"m Cecilia Longfell ow Sweet, but please call ne Sissy.
KATE
It is a pleasure ---
MARGOT

(MARGOT breaks in before KATE can respond.)
-- Sissy's from Al abama.

( CONTI NUED)
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KATE
Then we were nei ghbors!
S| SSY
You still have people in Al abama?
KATE
VWiite or black if they are McCintons - they are ny people.
S| SSY
What a coi nci dence.
KATE

Believe ne, it was no coi nci dence!

MARGOT
Sissy net Leonard on the internet in a Dante chat room

KATE
I know all about the circles of hell cause I'ma |lawer but |
personally preferred M. Shakespeare. Got that from ny nother
who nanmed ne Kate, though no one's taned nme yet. Has Jackie
cal |l ed back?

S| SSY
Isn't that anot her coinci dence.

KATE
No one's taned you either?

S| SSY
Leonard's wife was naned Kate too.

KATE
O course. That's ne. Kate MO inton WII.
(SI SSY starts ringing her bells again)
Leonard's one and only wi fe. Honey, you don't |ook good. Wy
is she ringing those bells? Margot, you | ook worse. WI I
sonmeone please tell ne what's going on here?

MARGOT
Leonard told her you were dead.

KATE
I am divorced ten years but | amnot dead no matter what ny
daught er says.

MARGOT
You know Jacki e | oves you

( CONTI NUED)
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S| SSY
Ch Lord, he had a daughter too.

(SI SSY takes of f through the revol ving kitchen
door. The bells are ringing wildly in the
kitchen. JACKIE flies out the other side but
keeps the door opened.)

JACKI E

| think that wonman's going to be-- Mom Qoops-- | better go --
KATE

You stay right here.
JACKI E

Now she's stopped.
(There is a nonentary profound silence. JACKI E
ducks back in the kitchen.)

MARGOT
Thank God!

KATE
Jacki e Sojourner Truth WII how | ong have you been in there?
Mar got, what is happening here?

JACKI E
(Openi ng the door.)
That wonman doesn't | ook right at all.

KATE
Thi nking I' m dead makes ne not | ook so right either. ---

JACKI E
(Bl ocki ng the doorway.)
Momi Do not | eave this room

KATE
It's not Iike we didn't have a respectabl e divorce.
( KATE shouts through the door.)

It was all very respectable. Jackie loved him hell, 1 |oved

himand he raised this girl like his owm when her own daddy

died in Viet Nam |l eaving nme al one, pregnant and unmarri ed.
JACKI E

You told ne you and daddy narried before he left.
KATE

I was going to tell you the truth when you were ol d enough.
JACKI E

Well | guess that time is now, thank you.

(JACKI E di sappears into the kitchen.)
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KATE
VWat is happeni ng here?
(KATE tries to push on the door.)
Jacki e? Let me in there?

JACKI E
(JACKI E cones back out.)
She' s maki ng fish noises.

KATE
( KATE cones back out of the door.)
She's not going to junp off that wall is she?
MARGOT
She's just OOChhnti ng.
KATE

Cause | can't take another death right now so you tell her
to cone back in here and face this not-so-dead wife like a
man. Hell, 1'Il tell her nyself.

MARGOT
( MARGOT bl ocks the door.)
You stay put. (pause ) Jackie?

JACKI E
(JACKI E goes back in and then comes out.) )
She's just standing there -- | ooking al nost asl eep.
KATE
Tell her Leonard net nme at a peace rally. | was really mad

and | was really pregnant. We started talking and the rest is
history. It was a good narriage. Do you hear nme. There is
nothing to regret. GOh, let ne tell her that nyself!

JACKI E
Now she's cone in fromthe patio and she's wal ki ng past ne
and she's standing right here. Tell her yourself.
(SISSY wal ks in slowy past the wonmen and over to
her suitcase.)

SI SSY
| amso sorry Kate. | amso sorry Margot and ...l amjust
sorry.
(SI SSY picks up her suitcase and starts wal ki ng
as KATE now bl ocks the front door.)

KATE
Don't be sorry, honey, it's not your fault |I'malive. And
don't you think about |eaving now cause it nust be a hundred
degrees out there.
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S| SSY
| feel |ike such a fool

KATE
Join the club

MARGOT

We all cared about Leonard.

KATE
Exactly. Please, don't go. Not this way.

S| SsY
(SI SSY sets her bag down.)
| cane here today thinking | really knew him But | didn't
know anyt hi ng about himat all.

KATE
| tried to be a good not her, but when ny best wasn't good
enough | always had Leonard to turn to.

JACKI E
You' ve been fine, Mm

MARGOT
You're a great nother Kate. Jackie's joining the arnmy has
nothing to do with you.

KATE
Joi ning what arny? You said she called from Market Street --

MARGOT
That's where the recruiting office is.

JACKI E
It's not the front |ines Mm

KATE
And you just let her do it?

JACKI E
| called Aunt Margot fromthe recruiting station after |
enlisted in the Arny.

KATE
Well you can just UN-LIST right now.

JACKI E
| took the physical this norning. It's settled.

KATE
You don't need a physical and nothing is settl ed.
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JACKI E
| signed up. |'ve got the papers right here.
KATE
I"'ma lawer,|l can fix anything, now |l'Il|l take care of

everything and you just rel ax.

JACKI E
I'"ve got all the papers right here.
(JACKI E goes to get her papers.)

KATE
Believe nme, we all do crazy things when we're grieving.
JACKI E
I"'mnot going into the arny because Daddy's dead.
KATE
You're a college graduate with a brilliant future ahead of
you. What ot her reason could you possibly have? We'll finish

all this up later, now let's get back to why this wonman
t hi nks ' m dead.
(JACKIE puts her papers back in her bag and
heads for the door.)
Jacki e Sojourner Truth WII, where are you goi ng?

JACKI E
(JACKI E stops in the door.)
Thanks for those stirring words of support.
(JACKI E goes out and slanms the door behind her.)

MARGOT
I think-- "later" -- has just arrived.

BLACK OUT
SCENE TWO
A few hours | ater.

SISSY is sitting on the couch eating
as MARGOT cones into the roomwith a
tray full of desserts. KATE stares out
t he wi ndow.

MARGOT
Fresh fruit and angel food cake for dessert for everyone who
cl eaned their plate.

KATE
Can't wait.
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S| SSY
| couldn't eat another bite. It was all wonderful.
MARGOT
Kat e?
KATE
G ve Margot a couple of fishes and she'll feed north Anerica.
MARGOT

You can't fool ne.
(Looking at the plate of food.)
You noved your food around but you didn't eat.

KATE
Do | look like I'm starving.
MARGOT
I"msure Jackie isn't either
Sl SSY
Your daughter seens |ike a wonderful young wonman.
KATE
If she's so wonderful why is she out there al one?
MARGOT
Everybody doesn't run on Kate tine.
KATE
Now what's that supposed to nean?
MARGOT
This is not a surprise.
KATE
It is to ne.
MARGOT
There were signs.
KATE
Li ke what ?
MARGOT
She joined the target shooting team at coll ege?
KATE
She has a good eye.
MARGOT

She becane a bl ack belt in Karate.
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KATE
Sel f-defense is a must for young wonen today.

MARGOT
She saw that Wrld War Two novie three tines and kept telling
your father how proud she was he'd fought the "good" war.

KATE
That may be true, but she never sat nme down, |ooked nme in the
eye and said -- "Mama, I'mgoing to join the arny.”
MARGOT
Not even you woul d have that much courage.
KATE
What ' s that supposed to nmean? No one likes war. | thought it

was just a phase. Like juggling. Renenber, she was ten and
saw this guy on TV. Leonard rushed out and bought her three
dozen eggs and | cleaned up the floor when she decided it
wasn't her thing. Wiwo's going to clean this nmess up?

MARGOT
This is about her, not you or Leonard and she's not ten years
ol d.

KATE
Don't be profound Margot WIIl cause |I'min deep shit here.

Sl SSY
I hope you won't mind if |I say sonething--

KATE
You can say anything you want if your only child ran off and
joined the army too? 'Cause this is a matter of |ife and
deat h.
(SI SSY stands frozen. She opens her nouth but
not hi ng cones out.)

MARGOT
Si ssy?

KATE
Honey, what is it?

S| SSY

(Pause) My son is dead. Five years. He was our only child.

KATE
Ch, Lord, cut ny tongue out and send ne hone silent.

MARGOT
I"msorry and she's sorry too.
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KATE
Tell me what happened.

S| SSY
You send your child away to college thinking it's the safest
place in the world, then some poor boy with a gun and nore
probl ens any coll ege could help conmes into his room and
shoots hi mdead. Then turns the gun on hinself and takes al
his reasons to the grave. I'mnot sure there's any safe pl ace
left in this world.

KATE
Lord I never get used to it.

S| SSY
Peopl e do survive the army. They survive losing a child --
even Mary knew t hat.

KATE
Wll I'"'ma whole ot nore nortal than the Virgin Mary. And
you're a whole |ot nore woman than |I'I| ever be.

MARGOT

Martin tried to tell you she was serious, but you woul dn't
[isten.

SI SSY
VWho is Martin.
MARGOT
Her husband.
KATE
Ei ght beautiful years.
MARGOT
The man's a saint.
S| SSY
Was he the reason you and Leonard divorced?
KATE
Oh, no. There was no reason you could put your finger on and
say -- that's it, this nmarriage is over!
MARGOT

But they were always friends.

KATE
Jackie got to keep her two parents. That was inportant.
Leonard | oved being a father and | couldn't have any nore
( MORE)
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KATE( cont ' d)

children. | renmenber himgetting right in the playpen with
her. And reading her fairy tales...

MARGOT/ KATE
...in three | anguages.

KATE
In the end we had nore passion protesting than we did in bed.
I finished college, |aw school, then | took a job in the
prosecutor's office and | guess we just changed.

S| SSY
But not together.

KATE
No, not together. He hated ny job. Hated those terrible
stories | needed to share and couldn't. And you can see how
well 1 hold ny tongue.

S| SsY
He hated your job?

KATE
Couldn't stand to hear about the violence. The guns. He hated
this century. The only thing he thought worth saving was
basebal | and Margot put his Phillies jacket right in there
wi th those ashes.

S| SSY
Does Martin | ove your work?
KATE
Martin's a social worker so he's seen it all.
MARGOT
It isn't pretty, Kate.
KATE
I know but at least | feel like |I'm doing sonething, meking a
little peace in the world so it mght not be so terrible for
sonmeone else. Even if | can't change it all, it helps ne
sl eep at night.
S| SsY

Your daughter said al nost the sane thing when she told ne why
she wanted to join the army and change the worl d.

KATE
Well see, that's where she's wong. | do it with words and
the law, not guns and war. There's a big difference so we can
stop tal king about it right now.
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S| SSY
(Pause) It's wonderful you found | ove tw ce when nost people
have trouble finding it once.

KATE
Finding's easy, it's the keeping that'Il kill you.
(SISSY starts to take in the dishes.)
Hey, don't run off before we hear about your nan?

MARGOT
Sissy didn't conme here to tal k about her husband.

S| SSY
Oh,I"msure our life is very ordinary conpared to yours.

KATE
Doesn't matter what you do. G ve us a | ook 'cause |I know
Al abanma wonen never travel without pictures.

S| SSY
Well | do have a a few
(SI SSY becones very ani mated as she takes out a
bookl et of pictures fromher suitcase. It is
quite large.)

KATE
| told you. Now he's a fine |ooking man.

S| SSY
And that's himw th our son, Charlie Jr. They were quite a
pair.

MARGOT
VWhere's his church?

S| SSY
He gave up his congregation after Charlie died to counsel
couples in trouble.

KATE
So who counsel s the one who counsel s?

MARGOT
Forgive ny friend. She has no hone training

KATE
Wel |l she didn't come here looking to repair the crack in the
Li berty Bell. O did you?

S| SSY
My husband is all any good woman shoul d want ?
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KATE

Wanting doesn't necessarily make it so.
MARGOT

Behave, Kate.
KATE

I amjust a naturally curious person who wants to know
exactly what you cane here | ooking for today?

MARGOT
I've been thinking that both of you should stay here tonight!

KATE
Margot's al ways thinking, that's why | |ove her

MARGOT
There's plenty of room l|ots of beds, and I'd | ove the

conpany.

KATE
She's right about the beds. | bought them

S| SSY
| guess | could call Charles and tell himl've changed ny
pl ans. He should be in his room by now.

KATE
| prom se no nore questions.

MARGOT
Li ar.

S| SSY
| ordered his favorite neal fromroom service conplete with
rice pudding for dessert. | don't know where he coul d be.

(SI SSY goes to the phone)

KATE
That's it! |I've got the reason Leonard |lied to her about ne
bei ng dead.

S| SSY

You know why he lied to ne?

KATE
You never met before, and he didn't expect to neet you in
this life. You' re a woman of character, principle and you're
beautiful. It's obviously the Beatrice factor.

S| SSY
What Beatrice is she tal ki ng about?
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MARGOT
Dante's Beatri ce.

S| SSY
Dante only saw his bel oved Beatrice twice, the first tine
when he was only nine.

MARGOT
Leonard never saw you at all.

SI SSY
No.

KATE
Perfect. | rest ny case.

S| SSY
| don't understand.

MARGOT

Leonard was al ways | ooking for the perfect relationship. One
t hat woul d never di sappoint.

KATE
And we know that wasn't ne.

S| SSY
Vll it is certainly is not ne.

KATE
But you cared for him

S| SSY
In a professional way.

KATE
The truth?

MARGOT
Kat e!

KATE

She canme with an overni ght bag.

MARGOT
She was going to stay at a hotel. You were going to stay at a
hotel, weren't you?

KATE

Look Sissy, |I'msure you know a great deal about grieving a
dead child, but I know about grieving a dying marriage.
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MARGOT

Kate, she never said anything was wong with her marriage.
KATE

Al abama wonen can't lie to one another. She cared for him
S| SSY

| did care for him
KATE

Maybe even lusted in your heart just a little?
MARGOT

You' re badgering her.
KATE

"Il just get another cup of coffee so we can chat all night.

Sl SSY
| did have inpure thoughts about our relationship.

MARGOT
No matter what she says, you don't have to tell us.

S| SSY
Since our son di edm ny husband Charles has run around the
world with his little pot of God's glue fixing up couples in
trouble. | tried to go with him but after nmy panic attacks
worsened, | just crawed inside that little glow ng screen
and let himgo off alone. At first he protested, but soon we
were both happier in our own little worlds. Then Leonard cane
and the darkness didn't seem so confortable anynore. |
hungered for his nmessages, m ssed his responses. After | told
hi m about our son's death, his nessages becane nore frequent,
nore conpassi onate. For the first tine | felt the stirrings
of life as | renenbered it. Everywhere. | am not ashaned to
say that | have inmagi ned nyself being held by a stranger |
have never met across mles | have never crossed until today.
I have dreaned of the two of us sitting in a roomlike this,
tal ki ng about Dante until the sun rose and the noon set. |
have lusted in nmy heart for a man who is not nmy husband. And
for that | bear all manner of shane.

KATE
No matter what you think, it is not a crinme to feel the way
you di d.

SI SSY

| cared all the nore after he told ne how his dear dead Kate
di ed.
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KATE
Tragically | hope?
S| SSY
Terribly.
KATE
And | had a big noisy funeral ?
SI SSY
Peopl e cane fromall over to sing your praises.
KATE
Hal | el uj ah!
MARGOT
You have no shane.
KATE
Shanme, never. Everybody hopes they' Il be renenbered after
they die, but now !l know | was. Hall el ujah!
S| SSY
That's exactly what he described. You were renmenbered and
loved. | printed all of those descriptions out and put them
in this notebook with all the emails which I will now burn.
KATE
Hey, not so fast. | want to read those descriptions.
(SI SSY hands them to KATE)
Al'l of these? Margot? Look, | was m ssed |ike hgell.
MARGOT

Leonard never took on an assignnment he wouldn't finish. If he
killed you off, he would have done it with inmagination.

SI SSY
He must have nissed you. Maybe even still cared?
KATE
W were friends.
SI SSY
These are powerful words of grief.
KATE
I Toved himin a way | will never |ove anyone agai n. But when

it was over, it was over. These words were his gifts to you.

S| SSY
Me?
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KATE
He knew what you needed just |like he knew ne. | was there for
himthere and maybe this tinme, you were the only one there
for him

S| SSY
| ama married woman. | took vows. My head is sw mm ng. |
have lusted in nmy heart for that nan and that is the sane
t hi ng.

KATE
Oh honey, in a court of law they are not the sane thing.
( DOORBELL RI NGS)
Don't nove. | knew that girl would conme back here.

MARGOT
Kate |l et nme get that door before you say sonething stupid.
(doorbell rings)

KATE
Absol utely not, you have to have a little faith in --
( KATE opens the door. NEELY stands there very
pregnant.)

NEELY
Hello, 1'm Neely Frank and |I'm here --

KATE
(I'nterrupting.)
-- if you're looking for Leonard WII| he's dead.
(KATE cl oses the door.)

MARGOT
Kate, please, ask the girl in, it's still hot out there.
(MARGOT opens the door. NEELY has not noved.)
NEELY
G obal warm ng.
SI SSY
What did she say?
MARGOT
Wwn't you cone in?
NEELY
(NEELY steps inside.)
Though sone people are still saying we can't be sure that
gl obal warmng is the cause of this heat, for ne it is a
signal that nother earth will exact her revenge.
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KATE
Great! A pregnant soot hsayer

MARGOT
Forgive ny friend, would you like to conme in a nonent?

NEELY
Thank you.

SI SSY
Wul d you |ike sone water?

NEELY
That woul d be wonder f ul

MARGOT

"Il get it.
(Wi spering to Kate as she passes.)
At | east she's polite?

NEELY
I have this small bag outside,too.
KATE
(To MARGOT.)

Looks li ke she's planning on staying |onger than a gl ass of
wat er .

MARGOT
"1l be right back.
KATE
Cowar d.
S| SSY
"Il get that bag for you. Wiy don't you just sit here and
put your feet up. | know how heat can nmeke those ankles swell
when you're -- swell.
KATE
Pr egnant ?
NEELY
"' mdue in three weeks.
KATE
How many do you have in there?
NEELY
They say it's just one, a girl, I"'mjust BIG Thank you for

aski ng.
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S| SSY
Here's your bag.
NEELY
Oh, thanks. You can just drop it there.
KATE
So what was your nane?
NEELY

Neely. Neely Frank. Her name's WIlla Rose. Wlla after her
father's famly and Rose after Rosa Luxenburg.

MARGOT
The revol utionary shot by her friends?

NEELY
The exact sane woman of courage.

MARGOT
| hope yours gets out nore. Here, you can't afford to
dehydr at e.

NEELY
Thank you.
(Drinks her water.)
You nust be Margot.

KATE
How di d you know t hat.

NEELY
Because Margot's funny and you nust be Kate.

KATE
Because |' m not.

NEELY
You' re not Kate?

KATE
Not funny.

NEELY

I"msorry to have such stereotypical responses to our first
nmeeting, but | can only go by those descriptions Leonard gave
me, and yes, | know the dear man has passed on to anot her
consci ousness.

KATE
Is that the sane as dead?
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S| SSY

Oh nmy heavens, you didn't neet himon the inter-net too?
NEELY

Ch, no, | was one of his students and, as you can see, we

have remai ned extrenely cl ose.

KATE
Are you travelling alone or do you al ways go out wal king in
ni nety degrees heat with an overnight bag for the hell of it?

NEELY

I"mnot sure | understand.
MARGOT

| think Kate neans is the baby's father with you.
NEELY

Not exactly.
KATE

Why doesn't that surprise ne.
NEELY

He's already passed on - but you al ready know that.
MARGOT

Wiy woul d we know t hat ?
KATE

That does surprise ne.
S| SSY

I need to sit down. (bells ring and "omms" when appropriate)
NEELY

M ssing at first, but now, just ashes and nenori es.
KATE

| don't like where this is going.
MARGOT

Wiy woul d we know that about the father of your child?
NEELY

And that nenorial service was incredible. I amnot ashaned to

say that | cried, for ny baby and nyself. But it was exactly
as he would have wanted it, especially the cello.

KATE
Honey, the only service we have had is her brother -
ot herwi se known as Leonard WII| ny ex-husband.
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NEELY
Exactly.
SI SSY
That baby is Leonard' s?
MARGOT
Can't be.
SI SSY
Ommmmm . . . Ommmm
MARGOT
Because Leonard never had sex with any students --
KATE
Except ne and he wasn't mny professor.
MARGOT
My brother was very puritanical about his role as a teacher
and --- any inpropriety -- what do you nean you agree?
NEELY
| agree conpletely about the sex.
SI SSY
Thank the Lord.
NEELY
This has nothing to do with the flesh.
KATE
Well that certainly clears up everything.
S| SSY
Sex with no flesh?
NEELY
Exactly.
SI SSY
I don't understand. (ring...ring). | nmet Leonard online in

t he Dante Chat room and we had no sex we al so had no baby.

NEELY
Wiy is she ringing those bells.

KATE
Because she's trying to figure out who the hell you are!

NEELY
Si ssy!
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S| SSY
How do you know ny nane?

NEELY
Leonard tal ked about you all the tine.

S| SSY
He di d?

KATE
To you?

MARGOT
About what ?

NEELY

You' re designing web page for La Vita Nuova.

SI SSY
Exactly. | have it right here in ny bag, how did you know
t hat ?

NEELY
The New Life. Pretty appropriate, don't you think?

KATE
Ckay, | think this has gone on | ong enough.

NEELY
| feel that way nost nornings nyself.

KATE
Who are you and why are you here?

NEELY
I"'m Neely Frank and | can swear on a stack of bibles that
Leonard WII did not have sex with ne.

KATE
Then exactly who is the father of your baby?

NEELY
Leonard Maurice WIIl of course.

KATE
She knows his m ddl e nane.

S| SSY
| didn't know he had one.

KATE
W were married for six years before he told ne.
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MARGOT
He hated it.

NEELY
| guess I'ma little disappointed that he didn't nmention ne
or ny condition before, but since this baby was really all ny
idea | guess | can't blame himfor waiting until she was
really here. O course now he isn't. Here | nean.

KATE
But he did help with this "idea"?

NEELY
He was a full partner in the discussions and I went with him
when he donated his sperm

KATE
And to think I just came by to pack up some books.

MARGOT
You are telling ne that ny brother donated spermto you so
you could have his child but you didn't have a rel ationship.

S| SSY
You had no rel ationship?

KATE
You weren't planning to get married?

NEELY
Oh no, it wasn't like that. He knew | wanted a baby and
understood who | was --

MARGOT
Who are you?

NEELY
I nean he respected ny need for independence and no, we never
tal ked about narri age.

S| SSY
He didn't say anything?

MARGOT
Not hing to ne. Kate?

KATE

Wait a mnute! Isn't this a little too convenient, you
showi ng up after he's not here to defend hinself.
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NEELY

He seened really excited to have this baby that | hope w |
now carry Leonard's spirit into the next century and
hopefully, into a better world. He told me if | ever needed
anything and he wasn't around that | should -- well, here, he
wote it all down in this letter.

(NEELY hands the letter to MARGOT and starts to

recite it frommenory as MARGOT overl aps

reading it)
If you need any hel p pl ease ---

MARGOT
...contact ny sister Margot WIIl, or nmy ex-wife Kate
McCinton WII or ny coll eague Professor Cecilia Longfell ow
Sweet and they will help you.

S| SSY
Could | see that letter please?

NEELY
I never expected to need any of you, all of you, so soon.

KATE
And you can see we were all ready for you

S| SSY
--and they will help you. What do you think he neant by that?

NEELY
But | amawfully glad...(clutches her abdonen) you're al
here. Now. ..

MARGOT
VWhat's wong with her?

KATE
I"'ma |l awer, don't ask ne.
(NEELY doubl es up in pain and SISSY grabs her as
she drops to the floor)
But | don't think it's good.

NEELY
Oh, no.

S| SsY
You did say you were due next nonth, didn't you?

NEELY

This really hurts. Please, sonebody call 911.
(NEELY gr oans)
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KATE
Ch, | hate this part.
NEELY
Sonmebody cal |l 9-1-1.
KATE
Makes ny teeth hurt.
MARGOT
Go to the kitchen right now Kat e!
NEELY
Omwv.
S| SSY
Just take a deep breath and relax. My nother was a md-wfe.
NEELY
That's easy for you to say. Chhhhh.
S| SSY
Rel ax and breat he.
KATE

And what ever you do, don't push

S| SSY
Margot, get those little bells in my purse.
(MARGOT runs to get the bells. NEELY npans and
KATE stands with her hands over her ears saying,

" CHMWVMWM ™)
MARGOT
What do you want ne to do with them now?
S| SSY
Ring them
MARGOT
How | ong?
S| SSY

Until she stops screaming or | start.

(NEELY screans, MARGOT rings the bells into the
bl ackout as KATE conti nues OHMMW ng and SI SSY
commands NEELY to "Rel ax and Breathe" right into
t he bl ackout.)

END OF ACT
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ACT 11:
SETTI NG
The WII living room M dnight.
AT RI SE:
The stacks of books are gone but there
cl ot hes and food everywhere.
SI SSY wears a ni ghtgown and nat chi ng
robe. She is on the phone and wor ki ng
on her | aptop conputer.
SI SSY
| have been ringing room601 for over an hour. Yes, | realize
no one is answering and no, | do not consider "unless he's
dead" very anusi ng. Reverend Sweet has al ways gone to sleep
by eleven and it's now al nost m dnight. O course, | know his
sl eeping habits, I"'mhis wwfe. Hs only wife, thank you and

bel i eve ne there have never been any exceptions to the

sl eepi ng rul e!
(The conmputer nmakes a little bell sound to
announce mail. MARGOT appears at the doorway.)

MARGOT
Message from Leonard?

S| SSY
You did actually see his body?

MARGOT
| actually brought them his toothbrush, hairbrush, anything
t hey wanted. They already had his ring and the DNA checked
out. After a few days floating in the water, | wanted to
remenber nmy brother the way he was. Those ashes are Leonard.

S| SsY
I was the one who had to identify our son. It is a nmenory |
spend hours trying to forget.

MARGOT
I"'mnot nmuch of a conputer person nyself. Not that | hate
technol ogy. | have a touch tone phone and email.

SI SSY

Did you really think there m ght be a nessage from Leonard?
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MARGOT
Only if you believe a guy who was dragged ki cking and
scream ng out of the fourteenth century would find sone
magi cal way to send email from..you know.

S| SSY
Heaven?

MARGOT
VWher ever .

S| SSY

I do not believe that a know edge of electronics is a
prerequisite for entrance God's heavenly ki ngdom

MARGOT
Now that's the first encouraging news |I've had since Leonard
magi cal | y di sappear ed.

S| SSY
I do not consider God a nmgi ci an.

MARGOT
Here one mnute...gone the next. Seens |like there's got to be
a rabbit nanmed Leonard out there somewhere.

S| SSY
Did Leonard believe in heaven?

MARGOT
He thought Hell was teaching Freshman Conp.

S| SSY
And what do you believe in?

MARGOT
It wasn't a good century for believers, but I'mstil
optimstic.

S| SSY
You nust think I'mjust one of those foolish southern wonen
they're always witing about who believes in anything.

MARGOT
| believe whatever it is, it isn't foolish. | also believe
you pulled that girl back fromchildbirth

S| SSY

Some wonen have fal se | abor and sonme don't. | prayed she fel
into the former category.
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MARGOT

| prayed it was just food poi soning.
S| SSY

Anot her joke?
MARGOT

Seriously, after our cousin nearly w ped out half our famly
with her deviled eggs and | now consi der nmayonnai se so
dangerous, | amforced to make and eat ny egg sal ad

sandwi ches I NSIDE the refrigerator.

S| SSY
You do nake me | augh out | oud.

MARGOT
| just shared a very personal nmonent in our famly history.

S| SSY
Your students nust adore you.

MARGOT
I"'mnot sure "adore" is the right word.

S| SSY
| admire those who can nmaking | earning nore a joy than a
chore since | amnot particularly amusing inside or out of
t he cl assroom

MARGOT
| think I"mpretty ordinary.

S| SSY
No, you're extraordinary, taking nme in w thout a thought.

MARGOT
Real | y, Sissy, Leonard was the teacher

S| SSY
Look how you turned a a few fish and sone | oaves of bread
into a feast for us all.

MARGOT
I made you wash all the dinner dishes.

S| SSY
When that girl doubled up in pain, you gave her your own bed.

MARGOT
Technically it's Leonard' s bed which seens appropriate.
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SI SSY
And you never asked Kate to do a thing.

MARGOT
Until Jackie cones through that door in one piece, I wouldn't
trust Kate with a bath towel.

SI SSY
I know what the problemis Margot WII, you can't take a
conpl i ment .

MARGOT
That's not true.

S| SSY
|'ve seen it happen before and | can see it's true now.

KATE

(KATE cones out dressed but carrying a towel. )

Can you believe that man is still using the sane towels we
got for our wedding! | nmean he was using them Damm! | hate

nortality.
(KATE throws the towel. MARGOT smles as she
bends down to pick it up.)

MARGOT
W're so glad you're up again, and clean, aren't we Sissy.

KATE
Wio can sleep with that child wandering out there. Is that
air conditioning working? |'m soaking through everything.

MARGOT
She's not a child and those are hot fl ashes.

S| SSY
' m sure your daughter's just fine.

KATE
You don't know that, Sissy, but thank's for sharing.

MARGOT
I"'mso glad you're here. Sissy's been saying | can't accept a
conplinment and | need soneone to say sonething really bad
about ne.

KATE
| can do that.

MARGOT
kay. Fire away. Kate?
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KATE
But I won't because tonight | want you to be as m serable as
| am But take it fromne, this woman's jelly, mashed
pot at oes, a pushover, which is the only reason why ny
daughter told her she's joined the arny before ne.

SI SSY
I think Margot nakes a person want to open up.

KATE
Maybe a little too nuch.

S| SSY
Just now I found nyself saying the nost surprising things.

MARGOT
I did not encourage Jackie to join the arny, Kate.

KATE
Wel | think about this. If you don't start discouraging her
soon, sone poor nother mght be sitting shiva for a dead
child because of sonething stupid ny child did wearing that

dam uniform How will you live with that!
MARGOT

Is that what you're afraid of?
KATE

| don't know.
MARGOT

You think Jackie's going to join the mlitary and becone sone
heartl ess killer?

KATE
I don't know

MARGOT
Because sonmewhere in that hard head of yours you' d better
know t hat she coul d never be any |ess than the worman you
rai sed. She just wants to nmake peace in the world, Kate,
maybe not our way, but it mght be right for her. O is that
what you're really afraid of ? That your daughter really knows
hersel f better than her nmother. Is that the difference?

KATE
The difference is you're her Aunt, and she's ny only child.
(pause) God, that was unfair.

MARGOT
You're right. | am her Aunt.
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KATE
VWhat can't | keep this tongue still till the worst is over

MARGOT
That's what nakes you such a good prosecuting attorney.

KATE
No one could | ove Jackie nore than you. Where are you goi ng?
I need you to forgive ne.

MARGOT
It's going to be a | ong night.
(Goes to a cabinet and holds up a bottle.)
Bl ackberry sonet hi ng?

KATE
Sounds good to ne.

S| SSY
Not hi ng for ne.

KATE

I just want Jackie to understand how hard it is to be her
parent right now.

MARGOT
And she just wants you to understand how hard it is to be
your child. Here, swallow your pride.

KATE
Dam you Leonard! Why'd you go off and die before I got this
child all figured out.

MARGOT
(MARGOT raises her glass in a toast.)
To shival! A full week of tears and fattening food.

S| SsY
But no nmayonnai se.

MARGOT
| can see why ny brother |iked you.

Sl SSY
Did you al ready say Kaddi sh?

KATE
Listen to her. This is no ordinary Al abana wonan.

S| SSY
Is this candle part of sheeeva?
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MARGOT
| et Jackie light the first one when we cane back fromthe
menorial service. | couldn't bear to let it burn out.

KATE
And | can al nbst see Leonard standing there naked in the
doorway -- water dripping all over this floor -- singing out
t hat G nsburg poem he | oved when he was sad.

MARGOT
Anot her drink and she'll be dancing naked with him

KATE
"Lord, Lord..."How did that part go, sonebody save ne.

MARGOT
I"'monly good for reciting the Gettysburg Address no matter
how nmany of these | drink.

S| SSY
"Lord Lord an echo in the sky the wi nd through ragged | eaves
the roar of nenory..."

KATE
The woman's channeling Leonard. Don't stop now.

SI SsY
"Caw caw all years ny birth a dream caw caw New York the bus
t he broken shoe the vast highschool caw caw all Visions of
the Lord
Lord Lord Lord caw caw caw Lord Lord Lord caw caw caw Lord"

MARGOT
Whew That deserves anot her dri nk.

KATE
They say that candle can bring the soul of the departed to
life, but you did it all by yourself. How about a little
sherry? Even ny Bapti st grandnot her drank at funerals.

S| SsY
Maybe just one small gl ass.

KATE
You have noved ne nore than the whole week of weeping. Didn't
she Margot ?

S| SSY
Have you al ready said Kaddi sh for Leonard?

KATE
Did you hear her? That's no ordi nary Al abanma woman
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MARGOT
Here is the best cooking sherry in this house!

KATE
Leonard | oved that poem but you nust have known t hat.

S| SSY
No, he never nentioned G nsburg. My son Charlie was the one
who dragged ne off to hear him Charlie thought he m ght want
to be a poet and I'm sure he woul d have been very good. He
was very good at everything. It didn't seema very practica
thing to think about being at the tine.

KATE
That's where you got those little bells?

S| SSY
The bells were a fromthe "Meditati ons for those who are
sl eepl ess" web site.

KATE
I know that web site. Margot?

MARGOT
Don't start, Kate.

KATE
The signs are all there.

MARGOT
Leave the signs al one.

SI SSY

I"ma Libra nyself, though I don't know how nuch of that I
truly believe.
(MARGOT and KATE are now circling SISSY)

MARGOT
You rmay be right.

KATE
See the circles under the eyes.

MARGOT
| see them

SI SSY

I"ve had all ny life. You can even see it in ny elenentary
school pictures.

KATE
Alittle bl oodshot.
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S| SSY

| swear | never drink.
MARGOT

She took all of Leonard's nystery books fromthe book sale.
S| SSY

Mysteries are ny weakness, |ike cooki es.

MARGOT & KATE
| nsomi ac!

S| SsY
Bet ween the change of life and the changes in ny life |
haven't slept a full night in years.

KATE
Now we can put on a little nusic.
MARGOT
"1l get out the cook books.
S| SSY
How coul d you know t hat ?
MARGOT
We're charter menbers.
KATE

But not Leonard. He'd sleep straight through the 1812
Overture conplete with expl oding canons.

MARGOT
And fireworks.

KATE
Amen.
(Hol ds up Leonard's picture, kisses it gently)
He was a good man

SI SSY
Was Leonard as generous as Margot?

KATE
Wrse. He'd give you the coat off his back, then convince you
to take the coat of yours.

MARGOT
But he was al so cheap.
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KATE
True. Hs closet is filled wwth clothes older than that girl
carrying his baby.

S| SSY
But you both | oved hinf

KATE
As a student, lover and friend. Margot?

MARGOT
O course we | oved each other.

S| SsY
Being an only child | envy such cl oseness between a sister
and brot her.

KATE
She loved him Sissy, but that didn't nmean they were cl ose.
Li ke Superman and C ark Kent, you'd never get these two in
t he sanme room toget her.

MARGOT
My sister-in-law is exaggerating.

KATE
And if it wasn't for answering machi nes they never woul d have
tal ked at all.

MARGOT
W didn't fight.

KATE
But they shoul d have.

MARGOT
Kat e!

KATE

Look, this woman thinks you and Leonard were sipping coffee,
sharing feelings and howing at the nopon together when you
and | know it wasn't that way.

S| SSY
She said they didn't fight.

MARGOT
Qur relationship was conpl ex.

KATE
It was nessy.
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S| SSY
Honestly, you do not have to explain

KATE
Honestly, she does.

MARGOT
Dam you

KATE
She's getting angry. Good!

SI SSY
Isn'"t that bad?

KATE

Not all the time. Those WIIls hated getting angry. Thought
the world woul d di sappear if you disagreed. But it's part of
life, too.

MARGOT
There's no one left too disagree wth.

KATE
Can't make it worse to tal k now t hen.

MARGOT
I"'mnot a tal ker. You are.

KATE
You' ve been carrying that stone in your heart since he died.
(KATE is rearranging the roomlike a courtroom
and puts MARGOT in a chair.)

MARGOT
What are you doi ng?

KATE
Maki ng sone peace.

MARGOT
Kat e!

KATE
Order in the court! This is Kate's court of last resort. |I'm
the attorney and she's the judge. Let's start rolling that
damm stone down the hill together.

(Strutting as if in a courtroom)

Now, Margot WII, if there was one thing about your life with

your brother you could change, what would that be?
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MARGOT
Not hing with you is easy.

KATE
Love is nessy, you taught ne that the first year | married
your brother. The court is waiting. Talk. Do the nanmes Rose
and Harry ring a bell?
(KATE rings the bells.)

S| SSY
Wio were Harry and Rose?

KATE
Rose and Harry WIIl were their nother and father. Gentle as
| anbs, tiptoed around each other |ike they were wapped in
cotton. They nmet in England where they were sent to escape
the war and they did. But everyone else didn't. Did you know
t hat Margot and Leonard were the last living Wlls in this
wor | d?

S| SSY
No. He never spoke of it.

MARGOT
He couldn't. Rose and Harry could either. They died within
forty-eight hours of each other. Too nuch evil in the world

for their dear hearts. Now with Leonard gone, there's just
Mar got .

S| SSY
And t hat new baby.

MARGOT
We never tal ked about those tines. They couldn't. But their
pain was al ways there. Then after our parents died, Leonard
and | just drifted apart |like those constellations we |oved
to nane when we were kids. W becane voices on each other's
answeri ng machines and we only lived five mles apart, but it
m ght as well have been five hundred. | can't count all the
ni ghts we spent al one eating by ourselves, going to the
novies in a single seat, wondering how the other one was
doi ng but never finding the way or the words to cone
together. Now all | have is sone stupid nessage he |left on
nmy answering machi ne. "Hey, kid, you won't believe the cab
ride I had here." Then he | aughed and told ne every m nute of
that trip as if we were right there together. Alifetine
where our |ife should have been. One big polite space keeping
us apart. If | had the chance to do it over again, | would
have done it differently. | hope | wouldn't have taken our
time for granted. Whuldn't let us nove so far apart. Wuldn't
have this tape to call ny brother.
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KATE
He knew you | oved him

MARGOT
Thanks for sharing, but you don't know that.
(MARGOT exits.)

KATE
Mar got ? Damm this tongue.
(KATE goes to get another glass of wi ne and Sl SSY
stands holding up a picture of Leonard.)

SI SSY
You know it's funny....all this tine we were witing to one
another and | had this idea in nmy mnd that Leonard was a
tall, thin man with a full head of dark wavy hair and here he
is --

KATE
Shorter, fatter and bald as wi nter.

S| SSY
And a Jew. | never inmagined that.

KATE

Wi ch is the biggest surprise?

S| SSY
Jesus was a Jew after all

KATE
A connection that hasn't hel ped his descendants nuch. Sorry.
"Il switch to water.

S| SSY
I guess you're not a believer either?

KATE
I"'ma card-carrying Christian but there's a |ot of blood on
that cross, and sone of it even has our famly nane on it.

MARGOT
(MARGOT appears in the doorway, she is wearing a
fl om ng kinona type robe. She strikes a very
dramati c pose.)
Ta- daaaa!

KATE
Well girl, ook at you.
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MARGOT
Alittle |Iavender water on the face and a change of clothes --
and | amready to face the worl d.

KATE
Sissy? You're staring at Margot...and | don't think its |ove.
S| SSY
Your robe is so beautiful. I've never seen anything |ike that
bef ore.
MARGOT

Leonard brought it back for me fromhis last trip.
(MARGOT hol ds out her arnms and we see how big it
is on her.)

He al ways thought | was his BIG sister. Here you try it on.

SI SsY
No, | couldn't.
MARGOT
You have to. It's nmgi cal
SI SSY
I don't know.
KATE
Just white magi c honey, go ahead.
MARGOT
It'1l make you feel I|ike dancing.
SI SSY

No. Really.
(MARGOT starts to slip it on SISSY.)

KATE
Don't fight her. | can tell by the look in her eye you'l
| ose.

S| SSY
It feels so..

MARGOT
Heavenl y?

S| SSY
Exact | y!

(SISSY is whirling around. She seens to be
floating as the robe floats about her.)
I'"ve never felt anything like this.
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KATE
Then don't stop 'cause right now whirling' s not ny thing.
S| SSY
| couldn't.
MARGOT
Let ne put on sone nusic.
KATE
Leonard | oved nusi c.
MARGOT

Br ahns, Beet hoven, Bach?

KATE
(Hol di ng up records.)
Bob Marley? G enn Canpbell? The Beatl es? No accounting for
this taste.

MARGOT
And they're all vinyl.
KATE
Here's a good ol d fashioned waltz. One, two, three...
S| SSY
| couldn't.
KATE

(Hol di ng her head.)
Bl ackberry wine and waltzing don't mx so you dance with her

S| SSY
No! | shouldn't.

KATE
Shhhush. Al abama wonen are the finest dancers on the planet.
Buckl e up and let's go.
(KATE puts MARGOT and SI SSY together in a waltz

posi tion)
You | ead Margot. God will understand. Now, one, two, three..
SI SSY
(SI SSY breaks away.)
No! | haven't danced since our son died.
KATE

No dancing, no sleeping. Seens |ike a whole |ot of punishnent
for one woman. Even God says we have to go back to life.
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S| SSY
VWhat can | say?
MARGOT
Keep the robe on, 1'Il slip on sonething el se.
S| SSY
Soneone woul d be very lucky to have you in their life.
MARGOT
Is that a polite of saying what's a nice girl |ike you doing
danci ng all al one?
KATE
Oh, hell, this woman was married. It was the sumrer of |ove

and she dragged Danny Sinon down fromthe depths of |aw
school to top of a nmountain in Miine...the commune from hell

MARGOT
I figured one less |awer wouldn't be m ssed.

S| SSY
You |lived on a commune?

MARGOT
For a year without the benefit of marriage. Then in a fit of
in sanity we decided to make it |egal.

KATE
Sleep with lawers, wake up with contracts.
MARGOT
Do you renenber ny parents singing "Hey Jude?"
KATE
I renmenber all of us going straight up that nountain Iike we
were in the Sound of Miusic. Then Jackie -- who was a gorgeous

little flower girl even if she is nmy own. Jackie saw
sonmet hing noving in that grass and took her little city ass
strai ght down that hill.

S| SSY
What happened?

MARGOT
Oh, no. Eleven nonths and twenty-two days after our weddi ng,
he said he needed to go off and find hinself.

KATE
I n Kat mandu. St ubborn man
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MARGOT
You woul d renenber that part.
S| SSY
Did you try to stop hinf
MARGOT
Way could | do?
KATE
Now I woul d have dragged his butt back till he canme to his
senses.
MARGOT
| went to talk to himbut it was too |ate.
SI SSY
He found soneone el se?
KATE

Wrse. Cause with her big hair down to her waist and a heart
full of love, she would have won, in a fair fight. But it
wasn't fair.

MARGOT
How could I argue wi th soneone who was so damm happy wi t hout
ne.

KATE
He was too far gone fromthis world to share it with a norta
but I still would have tried to talk sonme sense into him
MARGOT

I know when |'ve |ost Kate. Maybe that's the difference
bet ween us.

S| SsY
| need to find ny telephone. | have to call our hotel.
(SI'SSY is | ooking for her phone and when she
finds it she dials it furiously.)

KATE
| thought you were staying here?

Sl SSY
My husband has not been in our roomfor hours.

KATE
He's probably just gone out for something.

S| SSY
| ordered his favorite neal fromroom service.
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MARGOT
Wong answer, Kate.

SI SSY
Hel | 0? Room 601 pl ease.

KATE
O a drink.

MARGOT
Two for two.

KATE

What's she so upset about.

S| SSY
| also left hima note with that neal and it told himI| was
comng to Philadel phia to consider the state of our marriage.

KATE
Oh, that kind of note.
SI SSY
| said | was trying to heal the wound in ny heart.
KATE
That wound wasn't called Leonard?
SI SSY
Keep trying please. No, | never nentioned Leonard to anyone.
KATE
Good nove.
S| SSY
Now he's not in his room he's not answering his phone and if
sonet hing' s has happened to him that note will be our |ast
words to each other. Excuse ne, but no, | do not wwsh to

| eave a nessage on his voice mail!
(SI SSY sl ans the phone.)

KATE
So | guess you and Charles didn't neet on a conmune?

S| SSY
Ch, no, we net in the back of ny daddy's Chevrolet. It's not
exactly as it sounds.

MARGOT
Sounds a lot nore fun than ny comune.
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S| SSY
My Daddy was a preacher and we were going to Montgonery when
our back tire blew. The boy they sent to fix that tire was
Charl es and he al ways says that bl ow out saved himfroma
life of eternal dammati on

KATE

Soneti nes staying together needs tinme apart. He'll be back.
S| SSY

You don't know that anynore than | do -- but | |ove you for

shari ng.

(NEELY comes wandering out half asleep fromthe
bedroomin an oversized nightshirt.)

NEELY
I"msorry, is it norning?
KATE
You' re too young to be an insonmiac.
MARGOT
Can't you sl eep?
KATE
Don't ask questions unless you want answers.
NEELY
I just got really hungry for an egg salad sandwi ch with
olives. Billie says |I've been eating so many eggs |I'I1
probably end up hatching Horton
S| SSY
Billie?
NEELY
Yes?
KATE
Now just who is Billie?
NEELY
My roonmmat e.
KATE
I nteresting.
NEELY

| guess | forgot to nention it.
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KATE
Anyt hi ng el se you forgot?

NEELY
I can make the sandwi ch nyself.

KATE
Margot can handl e the food, we need to talKk.

MARGOT
Convince nme | don't hate this look in your eyes.

KATE
(whi spering) Do not give it another thought. Kate has it al
under control.

MARGOT

That's exactly what | was afraid of. Sissy?
SI SSY

Not hi ng for ne.
NEELY

I was hoping to get sone fam |y nedical history?

KATE
Leonard had a strong heart and |'m sure your baby will too.
Now you just sit down and put those little tootsies right up
here while Margot gets into the refrigerator to nmake one her
f amous egg sal ad sandw ches.

NEELY
I'"d |l ove sone tomatoes on that sandwich if it's not too nuch
trouble. I like to get as nany food groups in as possible.

You know I really wasn't sure you all wanted ne to stay?
(NEELY cl utches her stonach)

KATE
Hol d the egg sal ad!

NEELY
I"'mfine. She's just dancing. Want to feel ?
(SI SSY goes over and puts her hand on NEELY's

t unmy)
S| SSY
Oh, | think she is dancing.
KATE
Oh, hell, there's a sucker born everyday.

(KATE goes over to feel NEELY' s stonmach.)
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S| SSY
What do you think?

KATE
I think I forgot how perfect strangers want to come up and
feel your baby nove.

NEELY
And you just want to | et them

KATE
Don't get too trusting. Not with this baby. Ever. Margot? Did
you have dancers in your famly cause | think this baby's
kicking like hell to cone out.
(MARGOT cones and puts her ear to the belly.)

MARGOT
Wheat or rye?

KATE
She's tal ki ng about your egg sal ad sandw ch. The correct
answer is rye. Leonard only had chicken salad on wheat. Egg
sal ad was al ways rye

MARGOT
Don't let her intimdate you.
NEELY
Wheat .
MARGOT
No nmore dancing till | get back out here.

(MARGOT exits.)

NEELY
You're really good friends, aren't you?

KATE
We have shared sone fine nmonents in the history of the world.

NEELY
You know t here have been several attenpts at U opian
societies and | believe that this one could succeed.

KATE
VWi ch one?

NEELY
Al of us.
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KATE
Honey, | got one good husband at hone, five | aw partners at
wor k, a daughter sonewhere out there who hates me and enough
m scel | aneous rel atives for a small town. That is enough
utopia for this wonan. But since we're speaking about utopia
here, just how do you feel about the institution of marriage.

NEELY
| guess philosophically speaking |'m pretty nonoganous.

KATE
How ' bout practically speaking?

NEELY
| told you that Leonard and | were not --

KATE
I"mtal king about the difference between raising this baby
al one or maybe havi ng sone hel p.

NEELY
My nother said marriage was a j oke but she's stayed with ny
father thirty years.

KATE
Do you have sone hel p?
NEELY
I still don't know if she's happy.
KATE
Everybody's got their own way to happy.
SI SSY
Was Leonard worried about you raising this baby al one?
NEELY
He expected to be involved. | nean he didn't expect to be
dead.
S| SSY

No one expects to be dead.

NEELY
Leonard told ne he was proud of helping to bring a newlife
into this new century. He also said you' d be kind to us.

KATE
Leonard |i ed.

S| SSY
I think we're all just concerned.
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NEELY

| didn't conme here asking for noney if that's what you think
KATE

What did you cone here for?
S| SSY

I think Kate neans was there sone reason you came tonight?
KATE

O any night?
NEELY

| cane here because | thought the wonen who | oved hi m woul d
care about his baby. Qobviously I was wong!

MARGOT
What the hell is going on. | leave the roomfor five mnutes
and cone back to the dress rehearsal of Twelve Angry Wnen

KATE
We're just giving Neely the gift of our expertise.

MARGOT
Did she ask for it?. Neely, if you're going to be a part of
this famly you have to | earn that Kate hates a vacuum and
egg salad is better on rye.

NEELY
(MARGOT hands NEELY a sandw ch.)
I"'mnot as hungry as | thought.

MARGOT
Don't let her intimdate you. Let ne. Eat!

NEELY
I"msorry everything is such a ness.

MARGOT
You've had a little nore tinme to get used to the idea of
havi ng this baby than we have.

KATE
And not just any baby, but ny ex-husband's. And her specia
online friend. W all got a stake in that baby.

NEELY

I"msorry your daughter's gone. I'msorry | canme here.
(NEELY exits.)
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KATE
(KATE foll ows her to the door.)
I"'mnot angry with you. |I'mjust dammed confused! \Were'd she

go?
(Yelling in to the door.)
kay |"msorry | yelled.

(Qui et)

Did you hear that. | just apol ogi zed.
(Qui et)

This is not sonmething | do well.
(Qui et)

I"'ma strong and forceful personality. That's what they wite
on all ny job evaluations and if Leonard didn't tell you that
he didn't tell you Kate.

MARGOT
Shhhhhh.

KATE
Why are you shhhhhhush-ing me when I'mtrying to nake it
right with that girl.

MARGOT

Quiet! | think there's someone outside.
S| SSY

| hear sonet hing.
MARGOT

Leonard kept his old baseball bat around.
(MARGOT finds an unbrella.)

KATE
G ve ne that thing before you hurt yourself.
(There is a comoption outside. The sound of
sonmeone falling over furniture and scream ng
"ouch" and "darn".)

S| SSY
Shoul d we call the police?

KATE
Sounds too dunb to be a burglar.

NEELY
(NEELY comes out with a baseball bat)
Somebody' s stunbling around out there and he's nmunbling
sonmething like -"I"Il kill ya"..I"Il kill ya"? But | can't
make it out for sure.

CHARLES (O . S.)
Cecilia?
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KATE
I don't think he's announcing his intentions to nurder us.
(Sound of a dog barking viciously)

NEELY
Wl | that doesn't sound too friendly.

KATE
Get away fromthat w ndow before you get hurt.

MARGOT
Shhhhhh. Listen?

CHARLES (O . S.)
Cecilia. Cecilial

NEELY
He's sayi ng sonebody's nane...

CHARLES (Q S.)
Cecilia Longfell ow Sweet are you there?

KATE
Cecilia...

MARGOT
Longfell ow. . ..

NEELY
Sweet ?

S| SSY

Oh ny God it's nmy husband!
(SI SSY goes to the wi ndow and opens it.)
Charles, is that you?

NEELY
Her husband's breaking into this apartnent?

CHARLES (0. S.)
Cecilia? Are you really in there?

S| SSY
Stop this right now and cone in through the front door before
you hurt yourself.

CHARLES (O S.)
Oh, Cecilia just hearing your voice has revived nmy spirit. |
shall be there nonentarily.

NEELY
Does he always talk like that?
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KATE
It's a southern thing, honey, don't even try to figure it
out .

S| SSY
My husband's here?

KATE
@uess he did know who Leonard WII| was.

CHARLES
(knocking) Cecilia! Please open this door

MARGOT
I"'mgoing to the kitchen

KATE
I"'mgoing too and you're comng with us.
(MARGOT grabs KATE who drags NEELY out with them

NEELY
But | didn't get to the bathroom

KATE
No "buts" about it.
(Charl es knocks again furiously. SISSY opens
t he door and CHARLES cones running in | ooking
qui te di shevel ed and out of breath.)

CHARLES
Cecilia? Is it really you?

S| SSY
Who el se did you expect to find here Charles? And how did you
know where | was?

CHARLES
Am 1l truly too |ate?
(There is a crash in the kitchen)

S| SSY
Pl ease, don't go in there.

CHARLES
Then | amtoo late. (dropping to his knees) Oh, God, punish
me not her.

S| SSY

Charl es! What has happened to you? Breaking into strange
houses, praying for forgiveness, have you been dri nki ng?
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CHARLES
| did have one sherry on the train. But | am not drunk.

SI SSY
You were drinking sherry on the train by yourself?

CHARLES
I am stone sober and ready to neet this nan face to face -
mano et nano.

S| SSY
Charl es! Your good suit is ruined.

CHARLES
My life is ruined. Nothing has not been the sane since |
found your note today. | cancelled ny sem nar, ny dinner --

took a train and wal ked, no ran here, getting |ost several
times, and then there was this rather unpleasant dog and
t hose rose bushes in the garden.

(CHARLES starts for the kitchen.)
Is he in there?

S| SSY
Is who in there?

CHARLES
It is nearly mdnight. You are wearing a rather revealing and
unfam |iar piece of clothing and the mail box says Leonard
WII.

NEELY
(Wal ki ng through very quickly.)
Don't mind nme but | really have to use the bat hroom

CHARLES
Is Leonard in there?

NEELY
Leonard WII is dead. (exits)

CHARLES

(Dropping to his knees.)
Oh, Lord forgive nme | have actually killed soneone with ny
evi |l thoughts.

S| SSY
Leonard was al ready dead when | got here.

CHARLES
Then | did not kill hinf
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S| SSY
He died on his vacation

CHARLES
Thank the Lord!

S| SSY
Char | esl!

CHARLES

Though | amtruly sorry about his death | am doubly happy
that I did not cause it. WAas that a pregnant wonman wal ki ng
t hrough here?

S| SSY
Wiy woul d you wi sh a stranger harn?
CHARLES
He was no stranger to you?
Sl SSY
W were col |l eagues. On the conputer. It was about Dante and
l[iterature, that was all. How did you know about hin?
CHARLES

Even | who have been blind to nost everything about you for
the past five years could see it was nore than friendship.

S| SSY
You coul d?

KATE (O S.)

(Listening at the door of the kitchen.)

| told you!

MARGOT
Shhhhhh.

CHARLES

You' d di sappear for hours conposing correspondence to himand
al ways returned with a flush in your cheek and a | ook in your

eye | had forgotten. | nmust admt that | have been jeal ous.
S| SSY
You are ny husband. | woul d never |eave you.
CHARLES
You have ny name, Cecilia, but he had won your m nd and
sooner or later -- he would probably win your heart.
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SI SSY
Wl | you have nothing nore to fear
(SI SSY holds up the snmall vase)
Here is your rival

JACKI E
(Bursting into the front door.)
Ckay Mom we're going to settle this once and -- oh, you're
still here. Who's this? Were' s Aunt Margot?
S| SSY
She's in the kitchen with your Mot her.
CHARLES
There are nore wonen in the kitchen?
JACKI E
Mama, |'mready. Cone out here and fight |ike a wonman.
CHARLES

Who is this young woman and why is she fighting with her
not her ?

JACKI E
' m Jacki e Sojourner Truth WII and everyone fights with ny
not her .

KATE
(KATE cones out of the kitchen pushing NEELY in
front of her and MARGOT stands behind her.)
That is totally not true. | amtrying to be fair but this is
not easy. And don't tell ne what your father would do because
Leonard is not here.

CHARLES
Leonard was African-Anerican?
SI SSY
Actually no, he was bald and Jew sh.
CHARLES
| don't know what to say.
MARGOT
I"'m Margot WIIl, Leonard's sister and | think I'll just go

and get sonme nore chairs.

JACKI E
Don't you dare | eave now.
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NEELY
(NEELY cones back out and shakes hands with
JACKI E)
Hi, you nust be Jackie. | recognize you fromyour picture.
JACKI E
Well | can't say the same for you. Who are you?
KATE
She's soon to be the nother of your new sister.
JACKI E
What sister?
NEELY

Leonard agreed to be the father of ny baby. |'m Neely Frank.
Your father was ny teacher.

CHARLES
She's having Leonard WIIl's chil d?

S| SSY
That's right Charles, he was her teacher, but there was
not hi ng i npr oper.

JACKI E
Vll 1'll be the judge of that, thank you. Wat kind of a
student were you?
NEELY
There was not hi ng physical, believe ne.
CHARLES
How does that happen?
JACKI E
This is a joke, right?
NEELY

Believe ne this baby is no joke.

MARGOT
Leonard donated his sperm

CHARLES
Did you know he was having a baby with this young woman?

KATE
None of us knew he was having a baby with any woman.

JACKI E
You nust be having sonme day, Mom | know | am
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KATE
My night would go a |l ot better w thout thinking about that
uniformin your future. You did conme back to tell ne that was
all a bad dream

S| SSY
Jackie's enlisted in the arny...

CHARLES
Some people would say that's a brave thing to do.

KATE
Not fromthis end of the rifle.

JACKI E
Whet her you like it or not Mama, there are sone good wars.

CHARLES
War is aterribly responsibility and though their may be
victory declared, there is always a high price on both sides.

KATE
You nust be Sissy's husband. |'"'mKate McCinton WIIl, and |
liked --

CHARLES

--- Leonard's dear dead wi fe!

KATE
Now anyone can see | amvery nuch alive.

JACKI E
Bel i eve nme she is very nuch alive.

S| SsY
How di d you know t hat she was supposed to be dead, Charles, I
know | never nentioned it.

NEELY
Leonard said you were dead?

MARGOT
Don't even begin to ask

CHARLES
| am ashanmed to say | read the nessages you printed from your
conput er.

SI SSY
My private nmessages?
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CHARLES
| was afraid | was losing you. That's why | foll owed you here
today. You told nme you needed to think about our marriage but

| felt it was this man you woul d be considering. | came here
to stop being a coward and fight for the woman | | ove.
NEELY

I think he wants to be forgiven

JACKI E
Now there's a probl emyou' ve never had Mom

KATE
You want ne to forgive you for joining the arny? O for
| oving you too nmuch to | ose you

NEELY
Leonard said you were thinking of joining the arny but |
didn't know you actually did it.

JACKI E
' ve done everything everybody in this room-- alive and dead
wanted -- now | just want to do what | want.

KATE

You don't have to throw away your life trying to make sone
peace with a father you didn't know.

JACKI E
["'mnot Mama. | didn't know nmy father and I didn't [ove him
You di d.

KATE

You' re too young to know what you want right now.

MARGOT
That's not fair Kate and you know it.

KATE
Fair is you telling Jackie how you feel so |I'mnot standing
here al one.

JACKI E
| know how Margot feels.

MARGOT
You do?

JACKI E

She | oves ne and she's scared for ne but she's not going to
stop me fromdoing what | want to do. Ri ght?
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MARGOT
"' m Margot the coward not King Sol onon.

KATE
If this woman is quoting scripture I'min deep shit here.

NEELY
| am personally a pacifist but |I believe that famly's should
support their children.

KATE
Great so when your little one grows up and wants to throw her
life away you think you'll just smle and say nothing, but
you won't. |I'mnot ashaned to say |'mconmtted to tying ny
daughter up until she is at least thirty.

NEELY
I"malnmost thirty.

KATE
Ckay til she's forty, fifty or --

JACKI E
Talk to me, Mom If you have a good reason let's put it out
there but it can't just be you're afraid I'll get killed
because | could get killed anywhere.

KATE
Who told you a stupid thing like that.

JACKI E
You di d.

KATE
Margot ? |' m desperate here.

MARGOT
You really want ne to tie her up?

JACKI E
Talk to nme, Mana.

NEELY
Look, I'"msorry your daughter is still functioning in a world
where di sputes are resol ved through --

KATE
I amnot talking theory here. | amtal king about hard bullets

goi ng through soft tissue. This country sent away a boy |
|l oved to a war they knew we'd | ose. He cane back a man --
dead and nobody in Washi ngton even renenbers his nane.
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NEELY
| assune the world will be a different place for ny baby.
KATE
Well, don't. | assumed making a "love child" with a nan of
peace could nake a difference but read the newspapers. The
killing doesn't stop. | don't knowif it ever will.
CHARLES

Forgive nme for offering my observation, but you should be
very proud of raising a child who knows her own m nd.

JACKI E
Tell himhow proud you are of ne.

KATE
Margot ? Hel p ne.

MARGOT
How?

KATE

| saw you tal k Leonard into things he didn't want to do.

NEELY
You think | nade Leonard do this to ne?

KATE
I"'m not tal king about that baby right now

JACKI E
Everything is not about you. This wonan is going to have a
baby with Daddy's sperm

KATE
Do you have to be so damm graphic! | know where babi es cone
from

JACKI E
Not this one.

NEELY

| didn't have to tw st "anything"of Leonard s to get
pregnant. He wanted to be ny donor.

CHARLES
Speaking as a man, | don't think you can force that sort of
t hi ng.

NEELY
| didn't want to neet all of you, but Billie said | had to

cone over and tell you about this baby.
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KATE
VWhat the hell does Billie have to do with this baby!
NEELY
Billie and | have been together for seven years.
KATE
Thank the Lord.
NEELY
W wanted to have a baby and since Billie is Jewi sh we both
t hought that it would be nice to have a Jew sh donor
MARGOT
God knows we can use all the Jews we can get.
NEELY
Leonard said he woul d be honored.
JACKI E
That is so sweet about you and your boyfriend.
NEELY
Billie is not nmy boyfriend.
KATE
But you just said you' ve been together for seven years.
NEELY
Billieis really ...Beryl Anne Rosenwasser and she coul dn't
be t he donor.
CHARLES
Who is her boyfriend then?
S| SSY
Just wait a mnute Charles.
KATE
Beryl Anne what?
JACKI E

Rosenwasser Mama. Beryl is her girlfriend. Right?

NEELY
Billieis nmy partner in life, nmy lover, ny best friend.

CHARLES
What ' s she saying, Cecilia?

S| SsY
She' s sayi ng she's gay.
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JACKI E
Ww. A new sister and two Aunts at once.

CHARLES
I"mnot sure | understand.

KATE
A lot of people don't. Particularly in the army. Are you
ready to deal with that.

JACKI E
You went to a segregated school, Mama. Thi ngs can change, you
taught ne that. Don't you worry, Neely, we'll all be there
for you and Beryl and that baby. R ght Mana?

KATE
Ri ght.
MARGOT
A brand new WIIl. | can't believe this.
SI SSY
And Charles and nme would |ove to see you all if you cone to
Al abama.
CHARLES

Sissy, this is all very newto ne.

S| SSY
It's not new. You want ne to tell you who are the gay people
in your congregation?

NEELY
| thought you were all angry at ne.
S| SSY
We are all very relieved.
CHARLES
W are?
S| SSY
Hearing about Billie is a bl essing.
MARGOT
Amen.
S| SSY

An answer to ny prayers .

CHARLES
You prayed for this?
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SI SSY
| prayed for her not to be alone. | wouldn't have thought of
praying for Billie. But now that | knowthere is a Billie I
can pray they can have a life together.

NEELY
Leonard said he knew Billie and | were a couple before we

did. He | oved and accepted ne all these years even when ny
own parents wanted nme dead.

CHARLES
Oh, please child they couldn't want you dead.
NEELY
They won't see us or talk to us. They said they hate Billie
and they don't even know her.
CHARLES
They will regret m ssing so nuch.
NEELY
My own sister has to sneak over to visit nme so no natter what
Leonard told nme, | couldn't be sure how you would all feel
CHARLES

Bel i eve ne, your parents and siblings are already suffering.

NEELY
They said it was in the Bible and | was as good as dead.

CHARLES
God's greatest gift tous inthis life is our |Iove for one
anot her, however difficult that price. The Bible is not our
Lord's hanmer to be wielded in anger or worse, pride. Believe
me, a famly that casts one of its own out will suffer the
fires of hell right here on earth.

S| SSY
I let ny son go back that day too, Charles.

CHARLES
You didn't raise your voice to him Cecilia. | did, and that
is my sin. I let nmy son go in anger and he died al one.

(CHARLES takes his things.)
Thank you all for your hospitality.

KATE
You can't find a roomin Philadelphia at this tinme of the
ni ght .

MARGOT
There's plenty of room here.
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SI SSY
It was just one terrible fight in a wonderful life.

KATE
In a court of law you are not guilty.

S| SSY
You didn't know what was waiting. No one coul d.

CHARLES

In my heart | amas guilty as if I'd pulled that trigger. My
son woul d never have been in that dormitory roomif he hadn't
been running fromnme and | have to accept that. He was
supposed to be sleeping in his bed that night. Home with his
| oving parents. But | chased himout and ny pride killed him
| couldn't bear to think ny son wouldn't finish college right
on schedule -- ny schedule. Every night | hear ny words |ike
I could still take them back. "No, son, you can't take any
time off now Wiy? Because | say so, and |I'myour father. The
one who is paying those bills and I amright. Until you're
payi ng your own way, you' d better just turn yourself around,
go back and finish up like you' re supposed to. Wen you're
all done, when you have that degree in your hand, we'll
talk.” Charlie was a good son and he did go back, but it was
never right and we never tal ked again. That fight was his
| ast nmenory of me and | nourn it everyday. Pride is a sin,
Cecilia and | fear | must bear ny punishnment al one.

(CHARLES wal ks out. )

KATE
Jacki e, give her your jacket. This woman's got to go now.
S| SSY
WIIl | see you again?
KATE
| only Iive around the corner.
MARGOT
Here's a key. Conme in as late as you want.
S| SSY
Pray for nme. (exits)
NEELY
I have to call Billie. She's working the energency room shift
toni ght and she'll be worri ed.
JACKI E

Are you | eaving too?
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KATE
Martin will be sitting up wondering whether we found you.
JACKI E
You found me but you still haven't listened. | know you hate
war because it killed ny daddy. But |I'mhere, living and

breathing in the lungs he left behind. It's tine to deal with
me, Mama. The part that keeps growi ng out of shoes so fast it
t akes your breath away. The part of me that is so stubborn it
makes your teeth hurt. The way ny eyes turn up |like you say

his did. The | augh you say made you smile. | amall of you
Mama, and both ny daddies, and nore. Look at ne for once.
Jacki e Sojourner Truth WII. You gave nme every one of those

nanes for a reason. Talk to this tall proud African-American
wonman you raised to go out and change the world ny way.

Nobody gets out of this alive, you taught ne that, and | know
it's true, but it's the living and the loving while we're
here that nakes the difference.

NEELY
That was a beautiful speech.
JACKI E
Mama?
KATE
I"'mnot angry with you, honey. | just can't wait for themto

start beating swords into plowshares.

JACKI E
Does that nean you won't be coming to ny swearing in?
KATE
"Il love you, I'lIl worry about you, but | can't cone.
(KATE picks up here things and gets to the door.)
Neely, | hope we'll see a lot nore of you and Billie and that
baby. I'll call you in the norning, hon.

(Ki sses MARGOT and starts for the door.)
You com ng hone tonight?

JACKI E
Neel y? You want to see ne sworn in cause it |ooks |ike mny
Mot her won't.

NEELY
I"d like that.

JACKI E
Cood.
(KATE exits.)
Damm her!
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MARGOT
Where are you goi hg now?

JACKI E
Hone. Even Al abama wonen got to sl eep sonewhere.

MARGOT
Neely, why don't you bring Billie with you to the swearing in
cerenony.

NEELY
Real | y.

MARGOT
If you can choose the armny, then the arny better be ready for
your whol e danm famly.

JACKI E
Thanks for always raising a little hell.
(Ki sses MARGOT.)
How bout a kiss fromour newest WII.
(NEELY and JACKI E enbrace.)

NEELY
Maybe she'll change her m nd?

JACKI E
Probably not. She raised ne to do what | have to and | knew
she'd do the sanme. Nothing's sinple she'd say.
(JACKIE exits. MARGOT starts cleaning up. NEELY
hel ps her.)

MARGOT
Hey, what do you think you're doing. | can clean this up
before those | ove birds get back.

NEELY
You believe that...about the |Iove birds part?

MARGOT
It hasn't been a good century for believers, but |I'mstil
optimstic.

NEELY
I can see why you were Jackie's favorite Aunt.

MARGOT
I was her only Aunt. It made the voting a whole | ot easier.

NEELY
Kate said you m ght keep this place and nove in permanently.
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MARGOT
I've been thinking about it. | always |iked the view
NEELY
I"'msorry | just showed up. Leonard said you hated surprises.
MARGOT
And we all know Leonard never |ied.
NEELY
Billy said | shouldn't expect you to be |ike your brother.
MARGOT
That woul d be a m st ake.
NEELY
She said you m ght even be better
MARGOT
Settle for different. Then you won't be di sappoi nt ed.
NEELY
(NEELY starts to | eave and takes a nanuscript out
of her bag.)

| brought ny thesis with ne. It |ooks at the effects of
nodern warfare on the concept of |love in contenporary poetry.
Leonard was very excited about it.

MARGOT
You don't give up do you?
NEELY
Leonard said it would make ne a good teacher.
MARGOT
Probably right.
NEELY
He said you he | earned that fromyou
MARGOT
Me?
NEELY

He said he learned all the best things about being a good
teacher and a good friend fromyou. He said no one could ever
have asked for a better sister, but you probably knew t hat

al r eady.

MARGOT
No, | guess | didn't.
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NEELY
He hoped we coul d be friends.
(NEELY starts off to bed.)

MARGOT
Neel y? Thank you for bringing a new life back into our
famly.

NEELY
Sure.
MARGOT
Leave the manuscript. | can't prom se anynore than an old

hi story teacher's opinion, but I will read it.
(NEELY | eaves the manuscript and starts off.)
What tine do you like to get up? | make a great breakfast.

NEELY
Billie's comng pretty early.

MARGOT
I can cook for three as well as two. And |'mup early anyway.

NEELY
Br eakf ast woul d be nice, did Leonard...

MARGOT
-- he cooked the worst eggs in the world. Tell WIIla Rose I
sai d good- ni ght.

NEELY
(Feel s her stonach.)
She says good-ni ght back. (exits)

MARGOT
(MARGOT fi ni shes cl eaning up. She goes over to
the still burning candle.)
Wl |l Leonard, it's been one helluva day. | mght actually

sl eep tonight. And you mnmust be tired, too. How about if we
both get some sleep and | eave those | ovebirdds alone to try
to fight their way through this thing one nore tine. And
don't worry, | promse we'll talk again, real soon

MARGOT bl ows out the candl e. She takes
the gl ass vase with her and turns out
the hall light. A few nonents of

sil ence pass and we hear voices
out si de the door and the sound of the
key in the | ock. SISSY cones running
in holding the door wi de open. W hear
t he sound of a dog barking.
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S| SSY
Run Charles. Quick! In here.
(That sane vicious dog is barking.)
Come in here, quick.

(CHARLES cones in shaking off the rain fromthe
shared poncho and | ooking out at the retreating
dog. )

See, now we're safe at |ast.

CHARLES
I never knew a dog so persistent.

S| SSY
Take off that old wet thing and |l et ne get you sone towels.
(SI SSY goes off to get sone towels. CHARLES
stands awkwardly in the room SISSY conmes back
and dries himoff. )
You want sone hot tea. You can't believe all the kinds of tea
in that kitchen and they taste good, too. Charles. You're
just standing there staring at ne.

CHARLES
I don't believe | have ever seen you wear anything nore
| ovel y.

S| SsY
Margot insisted | wear it. She thinks it's magical and --
well here, you try it on
(SI SSY slips the robe off herself and around
Charl es.)

CHARLES
What are you doing? It doesn't seemlike sonething a man
shoul d be doi ng.

S| SSY
I want you to feel its magic too.

CHARLES
I don't know about magic, Cecilia.

S| SSY
It's magic even God would Iove. And it's so big, see it fits
you, too. Well?

CHARLES
Oh, nmy. | don't know what to say.
S| SsY
Do you feel |ike dancing?

( CONTI NUED)
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CHARLES
How coul d you know t hat ?

S| SSY
| said it was magical. Now |l et ne put on one of these old
records and let's see if you can renmenber how to dance.

CHARLES
Dance?

S| SSY
You al ways | oved to dance and I always |oved to dance with
you.

CHARLES
Wul d you still dance with an old sinner |ike ne?
S| SSY
If you would sing to ne.
CHARLES
| couldn't.
S| SSY
| fell in love with that voice.
CHARLES
That was a long tine ago.
SI SSY
I want to hear that voice again. | want to look into those
eyes. Sing to ne?
CHARLES
(CHARLES begins to sing very tentatively.)
Let ne call you sweetheart....l just can't. | mss him
S| SSY
Ever yday.
CHARLES
And you still want to try again with nme?
S| SSY

W're alive Charles, we | oved each other once. W nade a good
life and a fine son. Maybe if we work real hard we can find
that boy and girl again who fell in love in the back of ny
Daddy' s Chevrol et .

CHARLES
It's such a long way, Cecilia. Were do we start?

( CONTI NUED)
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S| SSY
You put your hand out, and | put nmy mne out to neet it.
(CHARLES pus his hand out and then drops it.)
Just do it, Charles, even if you don't believe,just sing now
and pray tonorrow we can believe in |ove one nore tine.
(CHARLES reaches out his hand. SISSY takes it and
they cone together slowly as he finally begins

to sing.)

CHARLES
"Let... nme... call... you... Sweetheart....

LET ME CALL YOU SWEETHEART starts to
play in the background. Lights fade
out .

END OF PLAY



